
Hello,

I have been looking at the graduation requirements and would like some more information about the Technology
requirement. 

Given the focus the district has put on integrating technology into the curriculum at all grade levels, I feel the school
committee should reevaluate the Technology graduation requirement as described in Policy IKF.  Students should be
well versed in Google Docs and a variety of other computer applications by the time they arrive at Nashoba.  Is it still
necessary to require students take an additional 4 credits in Technology at the high school level?  Technology
requirements are part of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for ELA and Math, so the students are already
receiving technology instruction to meet the standards set by the state.

My daughter will be part of the class of 2018.  In grades K-5, she received explicit instruction in use of Computers
(keyboarding, "office" apps, games, etc.) as in her Computers "special".  During the past 3 years at Hale, she's used
Google Docs on an almost daily basis as well as other applications for making presentations, doing research, and
organizing that research.  She uses applications to practice her math facts and get ready for the next Spanish test. 
Some of these applications are ones the teachers have recommended and some she's found on her own.  Next year
she'll be able to use her smartphone at school as part of the BOYD initiative. 

I feel the student use of technology in our district has evolved that this requirement is no longer necessary.  If I'm
missing the point of the requirement, I'd like to learn more.  My background is in Computer Science and software
product development, so I am by no means against technology.  What does the student need to know about
technology to fulfill this requirement?  There's a big difference between requiring students learn how to write a
computer program vs. how to Photoshop a picture, so I have a hard time seeing how both courses could fulfill the
same requirement.  If the students are coming in with the skills that were intended when the policy was last approved
in 2010, do we still need it?  

Regards,

Kathy O'Keefe


